
A Guide to Preserving Fine Hardwoods​
Care & Maintenance for American Walnut from Good luck Timbers 

You have selected one of the world's most prized interior hardwoods. American Walnut is chosen for 
its stunning color and sophisticated grain, lending an air of timeless elegance to any piece. Unlike 
exterior woods, its care is not about fighting the elements, but about preserving its flawless beauty 
for a lifetime of indoor enjoyment. 

 
The Foundation: Routine Care 

Consistent, gentle care is the secret to keeping your walnut looking its best. 

●​ Dusting: Dust regularly with a soft, lint-free cloth (like microfiber). Always wipe in the 
direction of the grain to avoid fine scratches. Avoid feather dusters, which can have sharp 
quills. 

●​ Cleaning Spills: Accidents happen. The key is to act immediately. Blot spills with a clean, 
absorbent cloth. Do not wipe, as this can spread the liquid. For sticky spots, use a cloth 
slightly dampened with water and a drop of mild soap, then immediately wipe dry with a 
separate clean cloth. 

 
Enhancing the Lustre: Polishing 

To maintain walnut's deep, rich glow, occasional polishing is recommended. 

●​ Less is More: This is not a weekly task. Polishing every few months is usually sufficient. 
●​ Choose the Right Product: Use a high-quality furniture polish or wax specifically designed 

for wood. Avoid all-purpose cleaners or sprays containing silicone or ammonia, as they can 
damage the finish over time. 

●​ Application: Apply a small amount of polish to a clean, soft cloth and work it into the wood 
in the direction of the grain. Buff gently with a second clean cloth to a beautiful sheen. 

 
Critical Mistakes to Avoid with Interior Hardwoods 

●​ Never Use Excessive Water: Water is the enemy of fine wood finishes. Never soak the 
wood or leave wet items sitting on the surface. 



●​ Avoid Direct Sunlight: Prolonged exposure to direct sunlight can cause the rich, dark color 
of walnut to fade over time. Position furniture away from windows where possible, or use 
curtains. 

●​ Protect from Scratches and Heat: Always use coasters for drinks, placemats for dining, 
and felt pads under any objects placed on the surface to prevent scratches and heat rings. 

 

From all of us at Good luck Timbers, we hope you enjoy the enduring sophistication of your 
American Walnut for generations. For any further questions, you know who to call. 
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